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BOROUGH  OF  LISKEARD 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LISKEARD. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Health  Area  on  30th 
June  1967,  showed  a  small  increase  -  31,640  -  as  compared  with 
51,300  on  the  same  date  a  year  earlier.  There  were  small  increases 
in  St,  Germans  R.D.,  Liskeard  R.D,  Saltash  M.B.  and  Looe  U.D.  The 
figure  for  Liskeard  M.B.  remained  static  at  4,700  whilst  Torpoint 
U.D.  showed  a  fall  of  250. 

There  was  a  fall  in  the  live  birth  rate  from  18.7  per 
1000  in  1966  to  17 • 5  per  1000  in  1967.  In  mY  report  last  year 
I  referred  to  the  unusually  high  figure  for  live  births  in  Saltash 
M.B.  In  1967  this  fell  to  a  more  normal  level  bringing  down  the 
corrected  birth  rate  from  23.9  to  17.9,  this  latter  figure  being  close 
to  the  rate  for  the  Health  Area,  and  those  of  the  other  five 
County  Districts  in  South  East  Cornwall.  The  rate  for  still  births 
was  well  below  the  national  figure  as  was  also  the  infant  mortality 
rate  which  at  9.3  per  1,000  live  births  was  almost  half  the 
corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  There  was  some  increase 
in  illegitimate  births  which  totalled  51  and.  represent  6.7%  of  all 
live  births.  No  deaths  associated  with  maternity  and  childbirth 
were  registered. 

The  corrected  death  rate  at  11.5  per  1,000  of  population 
was  A identical  with  last  years  figure  and  was  slightly  above  the 
rate  of  11.2  for  England  and  Wales.  The  principal  causes  of  death 
remained  in  much  the  same  order  as  in  previous  years.  Heart  disease 
was  responsible  for  38%  of  all  deaths,  and  cancer  and  strokes  each 
caused  19%  of  all  deaths.  When  cancer  deaths  are  broken  down  the 
most  prevalent  single  type  of  cancer  causing  death  was  that 
affecting  the  lungs,  and  windpipe.  This  type  of  cancer  caused 
25  deaths,  being  followed  by  cancer  of  the  breast  which  caused  19 
deaths.  I  was  interested  to  note  that  diabetes  was  responsible 
for  11  deaths  during  the  year.  This  suggests  some  increase  in  the 
prevelence  and  severity  of  this  disease.  There  is  a  strong 
possibility  that  excessive  consumption  of  foods  containing 
carbohydrates,  particularly  refined  carbohydrates  combined  with  the 
resultant  obesity,  can  determine  the  earlier  onset  of  diabetes  in  a 
more  severe  form  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  Here  then  is 
a  further  reason  for  urging  moderation  in  the  consumption  of  sweet 
and  starchy  articles  of  food  since  carbohydrates  are  additionally 
indicted  as  likely  causes  of  disease  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels, 
and  are  certainly  responsible  for  most  of  the  deplorable  dental 
decay  seen  especially  amongst  children.  More  than  evf£r  perhaps  in 
history  is  it  true  to  say  that  we  in  our  misuse  of  affluence  are 
helping  to  dig  our  graves  with  our  teeth. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  was  moderately 
heavy  during  the  year  when  1115  cases  were  notified.  No  less  than 
1036  of  this  total  was  in  respect  of  cases  of  measles  v/hich  was 
prevalent  in  Liskeard  R.D,  Saltash  MCB,  Liskeard  M.B  and  Looe  U.D. 

Of  the  more  serious  types  of  notifiable  disease  two  cases  of 
meningococcal  infection  occurred.  Both  patients  were  children  in 
the  pre-school  age  group.  if*  must  on  the  subject  of  notifiable 
disease  it  is  worth  mentioning  the  strong  probability  that  during 
1968  a  start  will  be  made  on  immunising  children  who  have  not  yet 
had  measles  against  that  disease.  A  large  number  of  children  who 
get  measles  are  not  seriously  ill  and  make  a  quick  and  complete 
recovery  but  a  small  number  suffer  more  severe  attacks  and 
develop  complications  which  may  leave  long  standing  or  permanent 
disablities.  It  is  largely  to  deal  with  this  aspect  of  the 
disease  that  it  has  been  felt  necessary  to  provide,  and  bring  into 
general;:-usc  a  vaccine  to  give  immunity  against  measles. 
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With  the  growth  in  the  proportion  of  old  persons  in  the 
community  there  is  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  difficulty  of 
providing  adequate  and  readily  available  facilities  for  the  welfare 
and  care  of  those  who  can  no  longer  care  for  themselves.  Under  the 
constant  and  ever-increasing  demands  placed  by  old  people  and  their 
relatives  on  welfare,  and  hospital  services  long  waiting  lists  are  the 
rule,  and  efforts  to  provide  additional  places  in  welfare  homes  and 
hospitals  are  almost  invariably  badly  in  arrears  of  the  need  for  these 
services.  The  problem  is  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the  extreme 
south-west  as  represented  by  Devon  and  Cornwall  is  a  very  favoured 
retirement  area  to  which  an  increasing  number  of  old  people  come  to 
live.  With  such  people,  the  younger  relatives  continuing  to  live  and 
work  in  other  parts  of  the  country  some  200-300  miles  distant,  can  do 
little  to  help  the  old  folks  whc-n  illness  and  infirmity  makes  them 
incapabie  of  managing  on  their  own,  I  would  not  wish  to  conclude  this 
section  without  a  grateful  reference  to  the  good  work  being  done  by 
District  Councils,  and  particularly  by  urban  authorities,  in  providing 
bungalows  and  flats  specially  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  old  persons 
with  warden  and  other  services.  These  have  and  are  continuing  to  make 
a  valuable  contribution  to  the  care  of  the  elderly. 

I  have  in  the  pant  made  reference  to  the  probable  detrimental 
effect  of  noise  on  health.  As  experienced  by  most  of  us  who  do  work  in 
the  noisy  ambience  of  the  workshop  or  factory  there  is  little  serious 
threat  to  the  physical  faculty  of  hearing,  but  the  constant  bombardment 
of  our  waking  minds  by  noise  which  is  well-nigh  impossible  to  avoid  must 
cause  mental  fatigue,  and  in  some  measure  contribute  to  the  neuroses 
and  psychosomatic  illnesses  that  are  so  widespread  in  modern  society 
The  principal  culprit  continues  to  be  the  internal  combustion  engine 
in  the  almost  infinite  diversity  of  uses  to  which  it  is  put.  Certainly 
some,  and  probably  the  greater  part  of  the  torrent  of  noise  which 
daily  engulfs  us  could  be  substantially  reduced  even  if  it  does  involve 
on  the  part  of  the  owners  and  operators  of  noisy  machinery  some 
additional  expense  to  deal,  with  their  particular  problem.  As  I  write 
some  regulations  aimed  at  controlling  the  level  of  noise  from  motor 
vehicles  are  soon  to  be  brought  into  operation,  but  even  before  the 
appointed  day  for  their  introduction  grave  doubts  are  being  expressed 
about  the  practical  and  legal  difficulties  of  enforcing  them.  The  truth 
is  that  v/hilst  a  minority  conscious  of  the  constant,  and  ever 
increasing  volume  of  obnoxious,  hurtful  noise  that  assults  our  senses 
raise  a  protesting  voice,  the  majority  accept  it  as  inevitable  and 
increasingly  take  refuge  behind  their  barriers  of  sedatives, 
tranquillisers,  hypnotics,  and  psychedelic  drugs  to  shelter  from 
the  tensions  and  stresses  of  twentieth  century  living. 

Last  year  I  wrote  of  the  inadequacy  of  arrangements  for  the 
identification  of  brucella  abortus  infection  amc’rgst  cows  in  herds, 
the  owners  of  which  have  been  licenced  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Fisheries,  and  Food  to  bottle  milk  on  the  farm  and  offer  it  for  sale 
for  human  consumption.  Such  untreated  or  "raw"  milk  can  carry 
brucella  infection  from  the  infected  cow  to  a  human  being  who 
consumes  the  milk.  Though  rarely  having  a  fatal  outcome  the  disease 
in  the  human  being  can  cause  a  chronic,  debilitating  illness  for 
which  there  is  so  far  no  certain  or  effective  treatment,  and  it  is 
therefore  important  to  identify  sources  of  this  infection  and  prevent 
the  spread  from  then  of  the  disease  by  untreated  milk.  The  problem  is 
somewhat  greater  in  a  holiday  area,  such  as  Cornwall  is,  since  many 
holiday  visitors  stay  on  farns  where  they  almost  invariably  consume 
untreated  milk,  and  I  do  know  of  one  case  in  which  a  resident  of  London 
almost  certainly  contracted  his  infection  in  this  way.  The  tracking 
down  of  infection  involving  as  it  does  the  checking  of  bulked  milk 
samples  followed  by  sampling  of  milk  from  individual  cows ,  is  time 
consuming,  and  called  for  an  increase  in  the  establishment  of 
sampling  officers  if  any  real  progress  was  to  be  mode.  Because  of 
the  difficult  financial  situation,  proposals  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  to  increase  staff  could  not  be  approved  and  in  consequence 
little  or  no  sampling  was  undertaken  in  this  Hcaith  Area  during  1967* 
There  is  some  prospect  that  during  1968  some  members  of  the  staff  of 
the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  County  Council  will  be  able 
to  assist  the  Health  Department  in  this  work,  and  I  am  hopeful  that 
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by  the  end.  of  1968  we  nay  have  nore  information  on  sources  of 
brucella  infection.  Until  such  tine  as  this  discqsc  anongst  cattle 
is  substantially  reduced  or  eradicated,  it  seens  to  me  prudent  to 
avoid  the  use  of  unpasteurised  milk  whenever  possible* 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  from  both  private 
households  and  business  establishments  continues  to  pose  problems. 

The  main  part  of  these  problems  is  cbarly  related  to  an  increase  in  the 
bulk  and  variety  of  refuse,  an  apparently  inevitable  but  unwelcome 
by-product  of  higher  liv_..g  standards.  Adding  to  this  main  part  of 
the  problem  are  the  growing  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  disposal 
sites  even  in  in  large  and  sparsely  populated  areas,  and  the  nore 
critical  outlook  of  the  public  on  methods  of  disposal,  I  have  for 
some  years  taken  the  view  that  the  logical  outcome  of  this  set  of 
circumstances  is  bound  to  be  a  sizeable  increase  in  the  cost  of 
providing  this  service.  We  are  now  seeing  the  beginning  of  this  in 
the  shape  of  larger  specially  equipped  collection  vehicles,  higher 
costs  incurred  in  purchasing  parcels  of  land  on  which  refuse  t.'ps 
nay  be  sited,  and  heavy-duty  tracked  vehicles  required  to  move, 
consolidate,  and  cover  the  mass  of  refuse  brought  daily  to  a  large 
tip.  Before  long  it  is  likely  that  further  expenditure  will  be  needed 
on  heavy  static  mechanical  equipment  to  disintigrate  and  pulverise 
rufuse,  whilst  other  plant  to  reduce  old  motor  vehicle  bodies  and  other 
heavy  items  to  manageable  dimensions  nay  well  be  needed. 

In  the  field  of  housing,  demand  varies  noticably  with  the 
location  of  the  houses  available  for  letting.  In  the  western  part  of 
the  Area  which  is  largely  rural  in  character  pressures  are  considerably 
less  than  in  the  east  and  in  urban  and  seaside  communities.  The 
biggest  and  most  insistent  demand  is  seen  in  Salt  ash  Borough  and  Torpoint 
Urban  District  and  results  to  a  great  extent  from  their  close 
proximity  to  Plymouth.  In  the  section  of  private  housing  development 
an  encouraging  feature  has  been  the  reconditioning  and  improvement 
of  many  old  cottages  in  rural  parts.  Not  only  does  this  provide 
attractive  accommodation  in  pleasant  surroundings,  but  it  should  also 
postpone  or  halt  the  decay  of  rural  hamlets,  and  may  in  some  measure 
slow  down  the  depopulation  of  the  countryside. 

The  rate  of  provision  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
schemes  has  tended  to  slow  down  as  consideration  is  given  to  the  need 
for  then  in  smaller  rural  communities.  In  many  cases  the  scattered 
disposition  of  dwellings  in  hamlets  calls  for  long  uneconomic  runs  of 
sewers,  and  the  capital  cost  of  the  disposal  plant  tends  to  be  high  in 
relation  to  the  number  of  houses  served.  On  the  other  hand  if  such 
cummunities  are  denied  those  schemes  it  tends  to  seriously  limit  or 
stop  any  development  of  new  housing  in  the  locality.  One  is  struck 
by  the  v/ay  in  which  the  provision  of  an  amenity  such  as  sewerage 
disposal  ie  quickly  followed  by  housing  development  on  an  altogether 
unexpected  scale.  Indeed  such  development  has  already  caused  in  some 
localities  overloading  of  schemes  which  were  installed  not  so  many 
years  ago,  and  has  necessitated  further  expenditure  or  enlargement  of 
the  disposal  works  to  cope  with  the  increased  valune  of  sewage.  At 
present  with  the  completion  of  the  Liskeerd  Borough  scheme,  the  only 
large-scale  discharge  of  crude,  untreated  sewage  are  at  Torpoint, 

Looe,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  at  Saltanh.  Although  in  each  instance 
the  discharge  is  to  tidal  waters,  the  situation  is  not  satisfactory 
particularly  as  the  waters  fouled  ore  increasingly  used  for  boating 
sailing,  and  other  e.quatic  recreation. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  turn  from  the  critical  frame  of 
mind  in  which  some  parts  of  this  general  prefa.ee  have  been  written, 
and  to  be  able  to  set  down  yet  again  my  sincere  thanks  to  both  elected 
representatives,  and  officers  ot  the  six  District  Councils  I  serve  for 
the  co-operation,  und  or  standing  and  tolerance  they  have  shown  to  me 
during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 
P.J.HOX 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,. 
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BOROUGH  OF  LISKEARD 


Area  of  Borough  2,704  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  4,700 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1,7^1 

Rateable  Value  £166,268 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £660 


VITAL  STATISTICS  for  1967 

Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births  34  28  62 

Liskeard  M.B.  Health  Area  No.  7  England  &  Wales 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  of  population  15.8  17.5  17.2 

Still  Births  None  registered 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  47  64  HI 

Liskeard  M.B.  Health  Area  No.  7  England  &  Wales 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  of  population  9*7  11.5  11.2 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  one  year  of  age  None  registered 

Principal  Causes  of  Death  of  All  Ages. 


Heart  disease 

48 

Stroke 

31 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

18 

Respiratory  disease 

5 

Of  those  who  died  during  the  year  64?b  had  reached  or  exceeded  the 
age  of  75  years  at  the  time  of  death.  This  reflects  the  presence  in 
the  town  of  residential  accommodation  for  old  persons,  and  hospital  beds 
for  chronically  sick  old  people. 

Notifiable  Disease  ( other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Due  almost  entirely  to  an  outbreak  of  measles  which  numbered  108 
cases,  the  incidence  of  this  group  of  diseases  was  moderate.  No  oase 
of  the  more  serous  types  of  notifiable  disease  ocourred. 


The  following  are  numbers  and 
during  the  year  :  - 


Disease  Cases 


Measles  108 
Pneumonia  4 
Whooping  Cough  1 


case  rates  of  notifiable  disease 

Rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Liskeard  M.B.  Health  Area  No.  7 

22.98  20.06 

0.85  0.72 

0.21  0.48 
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Tuberculosis  -  Apart  from  a  slight  alteration  in  the  type  of  this 
disease  —  one  case  was  a  non— respiratory  infection  —  the  incidence  was 
the  same  as  during  1966.  Of  the  new  cases  notified  all  were  amongst 
middle  aged  and  elderly  people,  and  in  fact  3  were  aged  63  years  or  more 
when  the  disease  was  discovered*  One  of  the  respiratory  infections 
involving  a  75  year  old  man  caused  some  concern  as  the  condition  of  his 
lungs  was  such  that  he  would  have  been  a  potentially  serious  source  of 
infection  to  others.  Fortunately,  no  spread  of  infection  to  people  in 
close  contact  with  him  was  discovered. 

The  following  are  details  of  cases  and  case  rates  for  Tuberculosis 


As 

e  Group 

M 

F 

0 

-  4 

— 

— 

5 

-  14 

— 

- 

15 

-  24 

- 

- 

25 

-  44 

- 

- 

45 

-  64 

1 

- 

65 

-  74 

- 

1 

75 

and  over 

1 

1 

2  2 


Rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Liskeard  M.B.  Health  Area  No. 7 

New  Cases  0.85  0.29 

All  known  cases  5*96  2.59 

Deaths  -  0.02 

At  the  end  of  1967  there  were  22  known  cases  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis,  and  6  known  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  residing 
in  the  Borough. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  -  No  aotion  under  Section  47  of  this  Aot 

was  required. 

Water  Supply  Apart  from  a  very  few  dwellings  on  the  outskirts  of  the 

Borough  the  supply  of  water  provided  by  the  East  Cornwall  Water  Board  was 
generally  adequate  and  of  good  quality.  In  those  places  not  so  supplied 
and  dependent  on  untreated  water  from  local  sources  samples  were  taken 
for  analysis  occasionally  and  where  necessary  advioe  was  given  to  the 
consumers. 

Sewerages  end  Sewage  Disposal  -  The  new  scheme  came  into  operation  during 
September  and  October.  When  some  problems  associated  with  the  drying  of 
sludge  and  flooding  of  "the  humus  tanks  have  been  overcome,  this  new  scheme 
will  put  an  end  to  what  has  been  a  long-standing  and  increasing  pollution 
of  the  otherwise  pleasant  East  Looe  River. 

Food  -  As  Mr.  Inman  observes  in  his  Report,  the  continuing  pressure  of 
Meat  Inspection  duties  has  led  to  some  curtailment  of  inspection  of 
premises  in  which  food  is  handled  for  sale  and  consumption  by  the  public. 
Sampling  of  liquid  from  the  containers  in  which  equipment  used  for  dispensing 
ice  cream  are  stored  not  infrequently  showed  heavy  contamination  of  the 
liquid.  This  indicated  that  in  such  cases  the  contents  of  the  container 
were  not  changed  sufficiently  often,  that  dispensing  equipment  was  probably 
not  being  effectively  cleansed  and  sterilised  sufficiently  often,  and  that 
the  liquid  used  to  refill  the  containers  contained  insufficient  sterilising 
agent  or  none  at  all.  Advioe  was  given  on  the  need  for  attention  to  this 
aspect  of  food  hygiene  since  ice  cream  is  such  a  popular  and  widely  consumed 
article  of  food. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Factories  Aot  19&1  No  difficulties  in  the  operation  of  this  Act  were 

experienced  during  1967. 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  -  This  Report  by  Mr.  J.K. Inman 
follows.  I  am  grateful  to  Mr. Inman  for  the  help  he  has  given  me 
throughout  the  year. 


68/005A/BS 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR, 

FOR  THE  YEAH  ENDED  31st  December,  1967 » 


THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
CORPORATION  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LISKEARD. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 


The  year  has  seen  many  staff  changes  and  the  need  to 
maintain  full  Meat  Inspection  Services  has  led  to  insufficient 
attention  being  given  to  the  petroleum  Regulations;  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  and  more  seriously  to  Food 
Premises  and  Public  Health  nuisances. 

In  respect  of  the  older  Houses  in  the  Borough,  some  of 
the  former  marginal  properties  are  being  purchased  by  owner- 
-occupiers  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Housing  Improvement 
G-rants,  being  given  a  new  lease  of  life. 

The  wide  publicity  given  to  the  new  Civic  Amenities  Act 
led  to  requests  for  action  by  the  Authority  to  deal  with 
abandoned  Vehicles.  The  full  statutory  powers  do  not  come 
into  force  until  next  year  but  informal  action  secured  the 
removal  of  eight  vehicles. 


I  am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


J.K.  INMAN. 
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1.  WATER  SUPPLIES: 


The  Borough’s  mains  water,  supplied  by  the  East  Cornwall  Water 
Board,  was  entirely  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  as  in 
previous  years. 

The  few  outlying  properties  not  on  the  mains  received  attention, 
and  four  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  were 
unsatisfactory.  Suitable  advice  was  given  to  the  consumers  concerned. 

2.  SEWERACE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL: 

The  new  Sewage  Disposal  V/orks  came  into  operation  in  September  and 
the  final  sewer  connection  completed  in  October.  The  exceptionally 
heavy  rains  in  November  have  been  a  severe  test  of  the  Works.  Remedies 
will  have  to  be  sought  to  the  problems  of  Sludge  Drying  and  under 
abnormal  conditions  the  blocking  up  of  effluent  in  the  outfall  pipe 
which  causes  flooding  of  the  Humus  Tanks. 

The  new  Sewage  System  has  operated  satisfactorily.  Preliminary 
flow  recordings  indicate  an  unnecessary  amount  of  surface  water  being 
admitted  to  the  Sewage  System.  If  the  maximum  use  is  to  be  made  of 
the  Disposal  Works  in  the  future  as  the  town  develops,  then  steps  for 
the  exclusion  of  surface  water  from  the  sewage  system  will  become 
increasingly  important.  Night  flow  readings  indicate  seepage  into 
old  drains  and  the  possibility  of  mains  water  wastage. 

An  initial  problem  of  the  discharge  of  oil  into  sewers  whioh  caused 
difficulty  at  the  Disposal  Works  has  been  overcome  -  garage  proprietors 
have  been  very  oo— operative  i n  this  matter. 

3.  HOUSING-: 

Improvement  G-rants: 

(a)  Discretionary: 

Applications  approved  6 

Amount  of  Grants  approved  £2,309 

(b)  Standard: 

Applications  approved 
Maximum  amount  of  Grants 
approved 

New  Houses  Completed: 

(a)  Local  Authority  Housing: 

The  number  of  dwellings  completed  at  Lake  Lane 
year  were:- 

Bungalows 
Flats 

(b)  Private  Housing: 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  27 

Number  in  hand  at  end  of  year  19 


Estate  during  the 

11 

8 


5 

£709 


68/0058/BS 


•  i>&!  ....  .  *xe 

. 

.... 


•  '  '  .£ 


. 

s  v  ■  / ,.  t  iiol  yjtm£ 

•-  •  .  rj  J  Chu 

..v 

- 

.  :•  ’ 

.  :  '  s 

•  .  •  .  ■  r  - 

.  '  ■  L  ..  ..'  il 

■ 

•  1  . 

.  ■■  _  .  ( i) 

' 

~  : 

-  •  '!•  *■'  % 

r.  j  .  ' 


eot  jr ltv  >  o.t.-  v 


4.  BUILDING-  INSPECTION: 


52  applications  were  received  in  respect  of  Building  Proposals. 

The  initial  problems  arising  from  the  interpretation  of  the 
Building  Regulations  have  been  largely  overcome  through  discussions 
between  the  Council’s  Officers  and  Local  Architect*.  A  lot  of  time 
is  taken  up  with  "Do  it  yourself"  Draughtsmen  who  expect  detailed 
explanations  of  both  the  Building  and  Planning  Regulations.  The 
Building  Regulations  have  been  in  force  for  almost  two  years  and 
have  necessitated  the  use  of  different  types  of  building  materials  and 
fittings.  Local  Builders  have  experienced  some  difficulty  in  obtain- 
-ing  approved  materials  and  fittings  which  are  readily  available  in 
other  parts  of  the  country.  The  implementing  of  the  Building 
Regulations  has  almost  doubled  the  number  of  inspections  of  work  in 
progress. 

5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING-: 

The  weekly  collection  service  has  been  maintained;  also  special 
business  premises  collections  which  are  important  but  not  very 
remunerative . 

As  in  previous  years,  the  volume  of  refuse  dealt  with  has  increased 
and  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  new  20  cub.  yard  collection  vehicle 
in  September  has  shown  itself  to  be  a  sound  investment. 

At  the  Refuse  Tip  the  crawler  tractor  has  been  subject  to  frequent 
and  prolonged  break-downs  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  hire  plant. 

During  the  summer  months,  Fly  Control  has  been  a  problem  and  traditional 
tip  dressings  have  become  useless.  The  use  of  a  more  taxlo  insecticide 
was  effective  but  requires  close  supervision.  The  remedy  is  the 
continuous  covering  of  refuse  with  soil  as  the  tipping  progresses. 

6.  PEST  CONTROL: 

Rat  infestation  has  remained  generally  slight.  Repeated  treatments 
were  necessary  before  and  after  the  olosing  of  the  old  Sewage  Outfalls 
to  destroy  the  Rat  population  before  they  were  able  to  disperse. 

Advice  on  rat  proofing  was  given  in  respect  of  two  piggeries,  a 
small  slaughter  house  and  a  firm  of  animal  provender  dealers. 


Private  Houses 

14 

Council  dwellings 

6 

Sewer  outfalls 

(complete  treatment) 

10 

Sewers  (  complete  treatment)  1 
Refuse  Tip  3 

Insect  Pest  infestations  were  slight  except  for  problems  at  the  Tip. 


7.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES: 


Headings  (a)  to  (d)  below  are  in  respect  of  items  on  which  the 
Ministry  of  Health  specifically  requested  information  to  be  included  in 
the  Annual  Report. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLIES  -  BRUCELLA  ABORTUS:  Samples  are  taken  by  the 

Cornwall  County  Council.  No  case  of  Brucella  Abortus  involving  a  oow 
in  milk  has  been  reported  within  the  Borough  this  year. 
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(b)  THE  LIQUID  EGG-  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS  1963: 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  and  no 
liquid  egg  samples  were  obtained. 

(c)  FOOD  HYGIENE  ( GENERAL )  REGULATIONS  I960; 

The  number  of  premises  subjeot  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (G-eneral) 
Regulations  i960  is  given  below.  They  are  grouped  in  categories; 
according  to  the  main  food  business  at  any  food  premises 


General  provision  shops  15 
Wholesale  fruit  &  vegetable 

merchant  1 
Fruit  &  Vegetable  shops  4 
Fruit  &  Vegetable  Stall  1 
Butchers  Shops  9 
Wholesale  Sweet  Depot  1 
Sweets  Shops  5 
Ice  Cream  Manufacturer  1 
Fish  Shops  1 
Dairy  1 
Bakehouses  3 
Cafes  5 
Licensed  Residential  Hotels 

with  Restaurants  4 
Public  Houses  8 
School  Meals  Central  Kitchen  1 
Schools  serving  School  Meals  4 
Factory  Canteen  1 
Soft  Drinks  Manufacturer  1 


Most  of  these  premises  were  inspected  in  1967.  Informal  action 
secured  the  improvement  of  floor  surfaces  in  three  premises,  where 
cleansing  could  not  be  satisfactorily  carried  out, 

(d)  POULTRY  INSPECTION:  There  are  no  poultry  processing 

premises  within  the  district.  No  poultry  was  condemned  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 

(e)  FOOD  HYGIENE  ( MARKETS.  STALLS  and  DELIVERY  VEHICLES’) 

REGULATIONS  1966. 


Informal  action  in  the  case  of  one  Stall  and  two  Delivery  Vehlol.es 
has  led  to  compliance  with  the  Regulations. 

GENERAL 

In  respect  of  cream,  the  baoteriologioal  standard  has  improved. 
Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  one  unsatisfactory  sample.  Ice-cream 
standards  are  also  improved,  largely  as  a  result  of  the  move  by 
retailers  away  from  the  sale  of  loose  ice-cream. 

Three  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  arising  at  catering 
establishments  were  investigated.  In  the  case  of  one  establishment, 
some  not  entirely  satisfactory  methods  of  food  preparation  were 
reotificd.  In  none  of  the  cases  was  there  evidence  to  suggest  that 
the  catering  establishment  was  responsible. 

At  two  retail  premises,  action  was  taken  to  improve  the  efficiency 
of  stock  rotation  in  respect  of  pies  and  prepared  meats. 

Approximately  524  lbs.  of  canned  or  frozen  foods  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  food  traders  and  destroyed. 
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8.  MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  SLAUGHTER  HOUSE  SUPERVISION; 


Mr.  Macdonald,  the  Meat  Inspector,  commenced  his  duties  in 

May. 


As  in  previous  years,  the  number  of  animals  killed  has 
reduced.  Success  has  at  last  been  achieved  in  arranging  the 
times  at  which  animals  are  slaughtered,  so  that  a  full-time  Meat 
Inspector  oan  cope  with  the  Meat  Inspection  on  his  own. 

Informal  discussions  with  the  management  of  the  two 
slaughter  houses  and  the  Knackers  Yard,  together  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  Advisory  Officers,  have  secured 
improvements  in  conditions  and  practices. 


68/0063/53 


■ 

.Yf-  . 


Local  Authority:  LISKEARD  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 
MEAT  INSPECTION  RETURN  for  Year  Ending: 


31.12 


Cattle 


Number  killed 

2479 

Number  Inspected 

2479 

All  diseases  except 
cysticercosis  and 
tuberculosis  ... 

(a)  V/hole  carcass 
condemned 

3 

(b)  Carcass  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

326 

/  of  number  inspected 

13.27/ 

Tuberculosis  only  . . . 

(a)  Whole  carcass 
condemned 

— 

(b)  Carcass  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

/  of  number  inspected 

— 

Cysticercosis  only  ... 

(a)  Whole  carcass 

condemned 

(b)  Carcass  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  3 


Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

1043 

203 

27,381 

16,793 

1043 

203 

27,581 

16,793 

25 

20 

117 

68 

713 

20 

44 26 

2425 

70.76/ 

19.7/ 

16.47/ 

14.83/ 

- 

- 

— 

7 

30 

— 

- 

76 

2.88/ 

0.49/ 

Gross  weight  of  meat  condemned  — 


Gross  Total  Weight  22  Tons  2  Cwts, 


68/006  2/BS 


5 


•  . 

- 

; 

' 

.  i.’ 

• 

c..  cv)  (d  • 
!  I.  O  ,v 


9.  MISCELLANEOUS: 


Most  contraventions  and  public  health  nuisances  were  dealt  with 
by  informal  action,  but  statutory  notices  were  served  in  six  oases  - 
2  Dangerous  Structures,  2  Housing  Acts  and  2  Publio  Health  Act. 


10,  STATISTICS: 


Complaints  received  :-  1967 • 


Public  Health  -  general  13 
Drainage  defects  16 
Ao cumulations  7 
Refuse  containers  5 
Nuisance  from  animals  4 
Dangerous  Structure  7 
Housing  conditions  10 
Pests  26 
Foodstuffs  6 
Siting  of  caravans  4 
Atmospheric  pollution  1 


99 


Visits  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
Borough  Surveyor  (Mr,  Rylatt) : 


Catering  Premises  (other  than 

Public  Houses ) 

Public  Houses 
Butchers  Snops 
Bakeries 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturer 
Ice  Cream  Retailers 
Ice  Cream  samples  taken 
Food  Shops  (Miscellaneous) 

Food  Samples  taken 
Food  Premises  (for  food  inspection 
only) 

Farm  Dairy 

Food  Stalls  &  Vehicles 
Slaughterhouses  -  Visited  daily  or 

more  frequently 
as  necessary  for 
meat  inspection) 

Sewerage  Scheme 

Other  drainage  visits  (not  included 

under  B.R.) 

Building  Regulations  -  Drain  tests 
”  M  -  Other  visits 

and  inspection 

Dangerous  Structures 

Accumulations 

Refuse  Containers 

Re  Dirty  Conditions 

Public  Health  Act  (Miscellaneous) 


13 

2 

10 

3 

2 

31 
16 

32 
24 

23 

1 

6 


199 

138 

108 

402 

45 

21 

22 

21 

68 


C  ontinued 
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10.  STATISTICS 


C  ontinued: 


1967. 


Water  Supplies  -  visits  10 

M  M  -  samples  taken  4 

Caravans  18 

Petroleum  Installations  27 

Knackers  Yard  4 

L.A.  Housing  Management  - 
(Other  than  dirty  conditions 
or  overcrowding)  48 

Rodent  Infestation  30 

Insect  Infestation  8 

Housing  Acts  -  inspections  53 

”  ”  -  overcrowding  11 

"  ”  -  re  Improvement  Grants  70 

n  "  -  re  Demolition  6 

n  ”  -  Miscellaneous  17 

Offioes,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act: 
Offices  9 

Retail  Shops  15 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses  4 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

public  8 


Canteens  3 

Factories  Act 

Factories  (Power)  25 

n  (Non-Power)  9 

Abandoned  Vehicles  17 
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APPENDIX  1 


Principal  Ccnees  of  Death  -  All  Ages  -  1967 


DISEASE 


ST .  GERMANS )  LISKE  j 
R.D.  I  R.D. 

i 


SALTASH.  TORPOINT  •  LISKEARD 


M.B 


U.D 


M.B, 


LOOE 

U.D 


HEALTH 

AREA 


Heart  disease 

^2 

59 

37 

19 

48 

23 

258 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

w 

32 

26 

9 

18 

12 

132 

Stroke 

33 

30 

13 

9 

31 

13 

1  131 

Respiratory  disease 

20 

4 

6 

3 

5 

4 

42 

Circulatory  disease 

6 

9 

5 

2 

1 

- 

!  23 

Accidents 

3 

3  i 

1 

3 

1 

3 

14 

Diabetes 

2 

K 

3 

1 

1 

11 

APPENDIX  2,  Types  of  Heart  Disease  and  Cancer  causing  Death  -  1967 


0-4  YEARS 
5-14  YEARS 

15-24  years 
25  -  44  years 
45  “  64  YEARS 
65  YEARS  AM)  OVER 


2 

4 

1 

8 


1 

1 

1 

4 


1 

1 

3 

5 

-1 


_ 15. 


»- 

.. 

. 

• 

. 

•• 

. 

MALES 


PEI  ALES 


PERSONS 


NEW  CASE.  RATE  PER 

1,000  OP  POPULATION  .  0*15  0*14  0.29 


CASE  RATES  AND  MORTALITY  RATES  IN  COUNTY  DISTRICTS 


IN 


HEALTH  AREA  NO. 


DISTRICT 

NEW  CASES 

ALL  KNOWN  CASES 

DEATHS 

ST.  GERMANS  R.D. 

0.41 

1.71 

0.07 

LISKEARD  R.D. 

1.55 

- 

SALT ASH  M.B. 

J  0.24 

2.73 

- 

TORPOINT  U.D. 

0.16 

3.03 

LISvEARD  M.B. 

0.85 

5.96 

- 

LOOE  U.D. 

0.49 

4.44 

- 

HEALTH  AREA  NO.  7. 

0.29 

2.59 

0.02 

CORNWALL  COUNTY 

0.18 

3.24 

0.03 

APPENDIX  -  5 


CANCER  OP  THE  LUNG  AID  BRONCHUS 

)6~< 


AGE  GROUP 

25  -  34  YEARS 
35  -  44-  YEARS 
45  -  54  YEARS 
55  -  64  YEARS 
65  -  74  YEARS 
75  YEARS  AND  OVER 


MALES 

1 

2 
9 
9 

M* 

“ 


PEMALES 


4 

T 


2 

9 

13 


25 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1.000  OF  POPULATION  -  1967 


MALES  FEMALES  PERSONS 

0,407  0.077  '  0.434 

0.409  0.079  0.  488 

0.487  0.097  0.584 


HEALTH  AREA  NO. 7 
CORNWALL  COUNTY 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


- 


- 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TOE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  196  7  FOR  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  LISKEARD  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CORNWALL 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 


(1) 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 


Inspections 

(3) 


Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

(4) 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3#  4, 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities  20  9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  Local 

Authority  45  25 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 


4 


TOTAL  65  34 

4 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases 

in  which 

defects  were 

found 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  conveniences 
(a^  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(Not  including  offences  relating 


(S.l) 

NIL 

(S.2) 

NIL 

(S.3) 

NIL 

(C-4) 

NIL 

(S.b) 

NIL 

(S.7) 

NIL 

4 

NIL 

to  Outwork) 

NIL 

TOTAL: 

4 

No  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  outworkers. 
68/0066/BS 
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